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Lesson Five: Does it Matter What I Believe? What Church I Attend?  

 

An Important Attitude for Teaching 

I. When it comes to answering questions, we’ve noticed thus far in our study that how we answer is just as 

important as the answer itself.  

A. One attitude that is especially helpful when answering questions/teaching others is patience  

1. 2 Tim. 4:2 – reprove, rebuke, exhort with great patience  

2. 1 Thess 5:14 - be patient with everyone 

B. Remember – it takes time.  

1. Be patient when it takes several explanations  

2. Be patient when answering the same question over and over again  

3. Be patient when it takes a person longer to understand  

4. Be patient with difficult questions.  

C. A right/truthful answer will be more easily heard when it comes from someone who has a patient, gentle 

heart/spirit.  

 

Does It Matter What I Believe?  

I. The question we’re considering today has two parts – we’re going to start with the question: “Does it really 

matter what we believe?”  

A. Other ways this may be asked: “How do you know you’re right?” “Can’t we all be right?” “Let’s just agree 

to disagree – that’s just your interpretation…”; “Just love Jesus – that’s all that matters”  

B. Why draw lines? Why not accept everyone? Does it really matter (baptism, how a church is organized, 

conducts its worship, etc.)?  

II. To begin – there is such a thing as “truth.”  

A. Jesus said that you can know the truth and the truth will set you free (Jn 8:32) 

1. Jn 17:17 – your word is truth  

2. Ps 119:160 - sum of your words is truth  

B. Truth is not only something known/believed – it is something obeyed (1 Pet. 1:22).  

1. LK 6:46 – why call me Lord and not do what I say 

2. John 14:15 – if you love me you will keep my commandments  

3. Phil. 4:9 – the things you’ve learned and received – practice these things  
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4. 2 John 9 – does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have Christ  

5. Acts 2:42 – they continued steadfast in the apostles’ teaching.  

6. 2 Tim. 1:13 – follow the pattern of sound words…  

7. Tit. 1:9 – He [elders] must hold fast the word to instruct in sound doctrine  

8. Tit 2:1 – speak the things fitting to sound doctrine  

C. The continual pattern we find in God’s word is that His word is truth – it is to be heard, believed, and 

obeyed.  

1. Matt. 7:21 – not everyone who says to me “Lord, Lord will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but He 

who does the will of my father who is in heaven…”  

2. 1 Cor. 2:1-5 – the will/mind of God is revealed through the Holy Spirit  

3. 2 Pet. 1:20-21 – Scripture was written by men moved by the Holy Spirit  

D. A great question to ask: Why was God so specific?  

1. Exodus 26:1-14 – this passage describes the details for the Tabernacle  

a. 10 curtains of fine twisted linen  

b. Linen was to be blue, purple, and scarlet  

c. Length of each was to be 28 cubits, width 4 cubits,  

d. Make loops of blue on the edge of the outer curtain, 50 loops on one curtain  

1) Did it matter? What if they made 49 loops? What if they weren’t 30 cubits long? Would 

God care?  

2) Ex. 25:9; Acts 7:44; Heb. 8:5 – the pattern of the tabernacle – God wanted them to 

follow His instructions exactly how He gave them.  

 

E. Another great question: what does matter? Who decides what matters?  

1. Matt. 21:2 – go get a donkey 

a. Would we have gotten a donkey? Would we have gotten a stallion?  

b. Some think they know God better than they know God.  

c. What about Nadab and Abihu? Did Noah’s gopher wood matter?  

2. What matters? How we worship? How we’re organized? Do I have to repent? Do I have to walk in 

the light?  

 

III. The Castle example of Bible authority  

A. We get the blueprints for an ancient castle and hand them to a builder to build –  

1. He decides to add things he think we’d like, and take out things that would be difficult  

B. This is authority – Col. 3:17 – do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.  

1. Our goal is to please the Lord – we can’t know that without knowing the mind/will of the Lord.  
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2. It’s the question asked of Matt. 21:23 – by what authority are you doing these things and who gave 

you this authority?  

C. What would you say when one calls you a Pharisee?  

1. Jesus didn’t rebuke the Pharisees for their obedience of the law (Matt. 5:20) 

2. He rebuked them for their hypocrisy  

a. Elevating their traditions over the law of God (Matt. 15:9)  

b. Hypocritical in their dealings with others and the law (Matt. 23:13-14)  

3. To love God is to keep His commandments (1 John 5:2) 

 

IV. Our other question of consideration: does it matter what church I attend?  

A. Col. 3:17 – whatever we do in word or deed we are to do all in the name of the Lord  

1. Is this church seeking the will of God – striving to obey God?  

2. A church is not right or wrong because of the name on the sign, because of who preaches there – a 

church is right because it seeks and obeys Jesus  

3. Revelation 2-3 we find 7 churches, 5 of which had things against them.  

B. The trend of many churches today is to becomes other things other than a church  

1. A self-help center, a source of entertainment, a financial help guide, a food-bank, a social 

institution,  

2. The thinking from some today is that: if God didn’t say no, it’s permissible.  

a. Is silence permissive?  

b. It wasn’t for David (2 Sa 7:4-5); It wasn’t for the priesthood (Heb. 7:14); it isn’t for us today 

either (Rev. 22:18-19).  

C. The church belongs to Christ, and the aim of each church is to please its head (Eph. 1:22-23).  

 

V. What are some questions I could ask my friend?  

A. If it doesn’t matter what I believe, what does matter? Is that statement really true?  

B. Let’s all just get along, not everyone can be right – baptism and not baptism – organization – worship – 

etc.  

C. What does the Bible say it means to love God?  

D. How do we go about finding what pleases God, if not through reading/studying the Bible?  

E. Can a church do good things and still be wrong? Are all good things, the things that God has asked us to 

do (Matt. 7:23)?  


